Railway safety saves lives

By SMSgt Paul Willard
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Mearly every 90 mmes in the Thited States, a
perscn or car on railroad rghts-of-way, 15 stiruck Ty
il Lrivin

According o the Federal Railroad Administra-
1996 there were 4 237 |'||-.J,'I|l.'-..|'-. -rialroved
i ade @ LSS eolligewons m the [ ||||I-L|| States, resuli-
g in 488 falalitees and 1610 injures

Last vear, there were also 47] trespass fatalities
and 474 anjunes across the nation. FRA reports that
the majority of incidents are caused by driver error
or pesple illegally present on ralroad tracks
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Mot sl error — L-|::-|.1_|.|||1. the wviolabwmn of traffic
Lavws relating 1o |._z|.|.-.|.-.' crossmgs — i by far the smgle
rrweed s feant factor m |._z|.|.-.|.-.' crossang collizions, In
addation o deliberate disregard for warmmg devices
commen medorist errors nelude mispedgments of
-1|1-_|.-.l aml stoppang capalilities, misunderstanding of
warmng signs, sgrals and distraction

In 100K, there were 261 266 highway-rml grade
crosangs, Highwav-rail erossangs are classafied by
type of waming device in place, which iz either
aclive or pasaive. Active devices warm roadway
users of the approach or presence of o traan, usually
with gates. flashing lights, bells or hghway traffic

signals, Passive waming deviees alerl motonsts of

the existence of o hnghway-ral crossang; they do not
aetvely signol the approach of a fram

I Montamea, there are 3,293 males of operated Freght
milreads comymg mone then 84 malhon tons of corgo

In Cimeat Falls, people encounter o lesst three lgh-
wav-ral arossings m everyday ravels; two passive
crossings om the river road troek rowte by-pass, and the
aclive crossing right nest o Applebec’s. How meany
mdorists have been driving along river toad (at 45
miph} going o the goll course or a Dodger’s game and

besd i st berhind & bus checking the erossing only 1
bloww mght througgh o owhen 16 ther tum o cross!

|]-L=:|||Iu the q.mt.mlu_z '|'-1-:'\-| lenms al IIIH_]IL\..I'- -rail
grade erossimgs,
been dramatie. These improvements ane he prochu
of conperation between federal, state and radlroad
entities that have focused on collision prevention
throwgh enpmeering wnprovements, education and
[he |||3]|L1.1m Safety Act of 1973 creat-
ad and Punded (Secton 130 l’1-:'-j:|,1.|r||'| -:|1L|.ifi|..|||'l.
dedicated 1o enhamced safety af highway-rml grade
crossmgs. Each vear, $160 mullwon Sectaom 130 Fumds
ard an additional £200 million from railroads i= spnl
iy oprerate and mamian crossngs
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enforcerment

Much more, however, remans o be done And
since the vast maonty of all haghwayv-ranl grade cross-
ings resull from metonst ermor and violation of apph-

cable traffic laws, public cooperation = essential

Safety Stampede

Standings

3d 1st BDG Hawhbieves. ... 22
K 0st LG Goardians !
I0th ME Aewn. .. 13
El%h KHS Charging Charlies 11
3d Dst OGAOSS Eagiles .o, 8
1Zth M5 Red Duwas K
I lat SPTGSAW Sentlnels. . 7
440th M5 Farsiders fi
St WS Dueees. ... 2
T4 15t 5FS Warriors 2
3 1a CPTS Dollar Dogs.. ...l 2

O S e Ve U R T TR
WE DO WHAT V¥ \oluntcers

Oof Amencas

SAF

Highk Flaim
June #, 2001 “\' A RHIEIR 11

ETY SCRAMBLE

Unscramble
words, one |

square, to form four
ardinary words.

thesa four
etter each

KREOCT

SLEMOR

| HOARC

00

FLAB

SAFETY BELT ON BASE
WILL GET YOU THES

Mow armange the circled letters

FE |

P

to form the surprise answer, as

Ans.

i
Ll wesk™s

Snswer Whal cach of us m= i a Feend's s -- & “KEY’

suggested by the above cartoon.
F=F <F = F j
O

snrwers mal wealk |

L .ji

amabhle SARETY COORELD PlECE HEALLY

"FLAYER

Start Your Own Tradition
Prisgilla ared Fohin amned the Thanlsging medion for o
115 Sadinga
arel vour mallon

reatich. Wl cen st G badilien los — By

Poreds. — halp voumsell, vour fam ey




